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If the patience of an unknown orator is interesting, that
of the first two or three who gathered around him is even
more instructive* Often have I noticed at the Marble
Arch entrance of Hyde Park a few of these interesting
individuals* At this favourite corner there are generally
quite half a dozen speakers simultaneously haranguing
to as many groups of people* Just as the ambitious
unknown orator is contented to wait* so his two or three
admirers are willing to keep him company, although the
eloquence of four or five other speakers is all the time
ringing in their ears* The apparent indifference of the
orator is easily explicable* for he has either to go or wait*
But what about his few admirers* since they can spend
their time equally profitably in front of the other speakers
whose powers of persuasion are already telling on their
ever increasing audiences? Their own great man has*
however* not yet spoken and he may after all turn out,
an utter failure* Yet they are prepared to stand by him
for good or evil*

Such perseverance is interesting and shows that there
are always a few individuals who admire the man who
is willing to fight against any odds* The cause for which
the latter is fighting may or may not be reasonable, but
if he has the grit to stand before the public, he is good
enough to deserve their support* Hence the preacher
of any particular ism or doctrine can safely count upon
making a number of such converts*

On the whole, it is not uninteresting to watch these
stump orators and their audiences* Everything is taken
in good part by everybody* You may agree with the
speaker and clap your hands, or you may disagree with
his views and heckle him*